
 
 

Flags Over Florida 
 
 

Please share this guide with other teachers from your school who will be joining you on 
this trip. Thanks! 

 
This program is designed to give students an interactive look into discovery, exploration, and settlement of 

Florida.  The focus will be on the various countries that have laid claim to Florida as well as its journey to 

statehood and secession. 

 

Pre-Visit Activities 

1. Students should familiarize themselves with basic geography and key people who played a vital role in  

the settlement of Florida. 

2. Trace and label the journey of Christopher Columbus, Juan Ponce de Leon, Jean Ribault, and Hernando 

de Soto. 

3. Identify the flags of Florida and Jacksonville.  Discuss the process of statehood and changes to the US 

flag (addition of stars, etc.). 

4. Review the Florida Facts sheet questions and answers (enclosed). 

5. Go over the key symbols of our state (state flower, tree, bird, song, etc.). 

 

Vocabulary  (see below for definitions) 

Timucua  Ponce de Leon  Cowford  Seminoles   

British   Exploration  Pedro Menendez Colony  

Huguenots  Secede   Statehood  French 

Spanish  Confederacy    Fort Caroline  Sabal Palm 

Tory    Pascua de Florida  Jean Ribault  Castillo de San Marcos 

 

Post-Visit Activities 

1. Distribute the “Flags Over Florida” scavenger hunt after your program at MOSH.  Have students find 

answers in the “Currents of Time” exhibit on the second floor.  Review answers as a class when you get 

back to school. 

2. Have students create their own “Flag” that they would use to claim a territory or fly over their own 

home. 

3. Create a collage or map of the Florida State Settlements. 

4. Have students make their own requirements for statehood. 

5. Complete worksheets included in this guide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Benchmarks Covered in this Program: 

 
SS.1.C.3.2 Recognize symbols and individuals that represent American constitutional democracy.  
SS.2.A.2.2 Compare the cultures of Native American tribes from various geographic regions of the United 

States.  

SS.2.A.2.5 Identify reasons people came to the United States throughout history.  

SS.2.A.3.1 Identify terms and designations of time sequence.  

SS.2.E.1.1 Recognize that people make choices because of limited resources.  

SS.3.G.4.1 Explain how the environment influences settlement patterns in the United States, Canada, 
Mexico, and the Caribbean.  

SS.3.G.4.2 Identify the cultures that have settled the United States, Canada, Mexico, and the Caribbean.  
SS.4.A.3.1 Identify explorers who came to Florida and the motivations for their expeditions.  
SS.4.A.3.2 Describe causes and effects of European colonization on the Native American tribes of Florida.  
SS.4.A.3.3 Identify the significance of St. Augustine as the oldest permanent European settlement in the 

United States.  
SS.4.A.3.6 Identify the effects of Spanish rule in Florida.  
SS.4.A.3.7 Identify nations (Spain, France, England) that controlled Florida before it became a United States 

territory.  
SS.4.A.5.1 Describe Florida's involvement (secession, blockades of ports, the battles of Ft. Pickens, Olustee, 

Ft. Brooke, Natural Bridge, food supply) in the Civil War.  
SS.4.A.5.2 Summarize challenges Floridians faced during Reconstruction.  
SS.5.A.3.3 Describe interactions among Native Americans, Africans, English, French, Dutch, and Spanish 

for control of North America.  

SS.5.A.4.1 Identify the economic, political and socio-cultural motivation for colonial settlement.  

SS.5.A.4.3 Identify significant individuals responsible for the development of the New England, Middle, and 
Southern colonies.  

SS.5.A.4.4 Demonstrate an understanding of political, economic, and social aspects of daily colonial life in 
the thirteen colonies.  

SS.5.A.5.1 Identify and explain significant events leading up to the American Revolution.  

SS.5.C.2.1 Differentiate political ideas of Patriots, Loyalists, and "undecideds" during the American 
Revolution.  

SS.8.A.2.1 Compare the relationships among the British, French, Spanish, and Dutch in their struggle for 
colonization of North America. 

SS.8.A.2.4 Identify the impact of key colonial figures on the economic, political, and social development of 
the colonies.  

SS.8.A.2.5 Discuss the impact of colonial settlement on Native American populations. 
SS.912.A.1.3 Utilize timelines to identify the time sequence of historical data. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Flags over Florida Vocabulary Definitions 

 

Timucua - Native peoples who inhabited Northeast Florida and Southeast Georgia for about 2000 years.  They met with the first 

Spanish and French explorers to the area in the 1500s.  Their culture was eventually destroyed through disease, war, and 

assimilation.   

 

Spanish – Someone or something from the country of Spain.  Spain laid claim to Florida from 1513-1763 and from 1783-1821. 

 

Ponce de Leon – A Spanish explorer who first landed on the Florida peninsula and claimed it for Spain in 1513.  He was 

reportedly looking for the Fountain of Youth in addition to gold and land.   

 

Exploration – The act of looking into or traveling over thoroughly 

 

Pascua de Florida – “Feast of Flowers” (Spanish).  A celebration associated with Easter that inspired Juan Ponce de Leon to 

name the territory he claimed “Florida.” 

 

French – Someone or something from the country of France.  The French founded the Fort Caroline colony in Florida in 1564. 

 

Huguenots – A French Protestant group.  The majority of France was Catholic in the 1500s and during the religious wars of this 

period the Huguenots were a frequently persecuted group.  The settlers at Fort Caroline were mostly Huguenots.   

 

Fort Caroline – A French Fort and settlement built in 1564 by a group of Huguenots in what is now the Arlington area of 

Jacksonville, FL.  It was captured by the Spanish in 1565 and renamed Fort San Mateo. 

 

Jean Ribault – A French Huguenot leader who was instrumental in the founding of Fort Caroline.  He chose the location in 1562 

and tried to defend the colony from the Spanish before ultimately losing his life.   

 

Colony – A group of people living in a new land and the land they inhabit. 

 

Pedro Menendez – A Spanish general who was hired by the King of Spain in 1565 to formalize Spain’s possession of Florida by 

founding a city, St. Augustine,  and get rid of the French colonists at Fort Caroline.  

 

Castillo de San Marcos – The large coquina fort still standing in St. Augustine, FL.  It was built by the Spanish from 1666-1693 

in order to defend their territory from invaders. 

 

British – Someone or something from Great Britain (England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland) or the Commonwealth.  

Britain was one of the countries to lay claim to Florida from 1763-83.   

 

 

Tory – A name for an American colonist who remained loyal to Great Britain and did not support the Continental Congress’ 

decision to break away from Britain and fight the Revolutionary War for independence from 1776-81. 

 

Cowford – An early name for Jacksonville stemming from the fact that the narrow point where the St. Johns River currently 

flows through downtown Jacksonville was the easiest and safest place for farmers to ford their livestock across the river.  

Changed to Jacksonville in 1822.   

 

Statehood – The process of becoming an American State.  Florida became the 27
th

 state in 1845.  

 

Seminoles – A group of Native Americans who lived in Florida from the 1700s to the present.  The United States fought several 

wars with the Seminoles who refused to leave their land and give up their customs, including their practice of harboring runaway 

slaves.   

 

Secede – To withdraw from an organized body, especially a political body (i.e. Civil War) 

 

Confederacy – The 11 Southern states that seceded from the United States ultimately sparking the Civil War from 1860-65.   

 

Sabal Palm – The state tree of Florida.  Also known as the cabbage palm or sabal palmetto. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Concepts Covered During Your MOSH Program:   

 

Approximately 10,000 B.C. (Native Cultures)- Florida lands are first settled by 

Paleoindians whose ancestors had migrated to North America across a land bridge over 

the Bering Strait, exposed during the last Ice Age when water levels were much lower.  

Paleoindians were hunter-gatherers who moved often following herds of animals and looking 

for new edible plant species.   

 

Approximately 500 B.C. (Native Cultures) - Distinct regional cultures begin to develop among native 

groups in Florida, including the Timucua culture of Northeast Florida who met with the Spanish and 

French during the 16
th

 and 17
th

 centuries.  Timucuans lived off of the land by gathering fruits, growing 

vegetables, and hunting animals with bow and arrows.  They are often called the 

“people of the shell mounds” because they ate so many oysters that the discarded shells 

left huge piles or middens all over Northeast Florida.  The chief would wear an 

elaborate headdress often made of feathers and animal skins and had tattoos to show 

that he was in power.  Unfortunately, there are no known Timucuan descendents.  Disease, war, and 

assimilation into Spanish culture led to their demise.  The last known Timucuan died in Cuba in 1767.   

 

1513 (Spain) – Explorer Juan Ponce de Leon lands on the Florida peninsula and claims it for Spain.  He 

believes he has found a large island and has no idea it is connected to a vast continent.  

Ponce de Leon names the new land “La Florida” after the Spanish festival “Pascua de 

Florida” or Feast of Flowers which was taking place at the time of discovery.  He 

does not find the gold and riches he seeks, nor does he find the legendary 

“Fountain of Youth,” so he returns to Cuba.  For 50 years explorers and Catholic 

missionaries venture to Florida but no major settlements are made. 

 

1562 (France) – 150 French soldiers led by Jean Ribault journey to Florida seeking fortune and religious 

freedom.  During the 16
th

 century bitter battles between Catholics and Protestants erupted in France making 

life for the Protestant minority precarious.  As Huguenots (a Protestant group), Ribault and his group 

decide to leave France and search for a settlement site in the New World.  They land near 

the mouth of the St. Johns River, name it the River of May, and erect a territorial marker 

to claim the land for their future French settlement.  Ribault returns to gather supplies and 

settlers only to be temporarily imprisoned by the British.  In his absence, Lieutenant Rene 

Laudonnierre returns to the settlement site in 1564 with about 300 men, women and 

children and builds Fort Caroline on or near St. Johns bluff.  Ribault joins them almost a year later.   

 

1565 (Spain) - Spain and France have now claimed the same land.  Hearing of the French 

settlement in Florida, the Spanish King sends Pedro Menendez de Aviles and about 500 

soldiers to eliminate the French threat to their territory.  On September 8, 1565 Menendez 

founds the city of St. Augustine formalizing Spain’s possession of Florida and officially 

placing its inhabitants under Spanish authority.  Of course, the French settlers at Fort Caroline did not 

accept Spanish rule.  To protect their settlement, Ribault and his soldiers sailed south to attack St. 

Augustine but their ships were scattered by a storm, shipwrecking them near Cape Canaveral.  Menendez 

seized his opportunity to attack the poorly defended Fort Caroline, capturing the fort and its inhabitants.  

By October, the Spanish had annihilated the French presence in Florida and ensured their legacy in the 

Sunshine State.   

 

 

 



1565- 1763 (Spain) – Spain remains in control of Florida for almost another 200 years.  During this time, 

English colonies begin to pose a threat to the Spanish colony’s security and St. Augustine is 

attacked several times.  The threat became large enough to warrant the building on a large Fort – 

the Castillo de San Marcos, which still stands today. 

 

 1763 (Britain) – After Spain loses the Seven Years war to Britain, they are forced to give 

Florida to the British in order to retrieve their wealthier colony of Cuba that had been conquered 

during the war.  Under British rule, Florida becomes a plantation society and experiences a dramatic 

population increase.  The British divide Florida into two territories – East Florida (capital city, St. 

Augustine) and West Florida (capital city, Pensacola).  Unfortunately for Britain, the American Revolution 

begins in 1776, only 13 years after they acquire the Florida territory.  Florida remains 

loyal to England, largely because many of the residents were newer to the area and 

needed more protection from British soldiers.  Other “loyalists” flock to Florida to escape 

the battles.  The revolution ends in 1781 and, as a result of their defeat, Britain returns 

Florida to Spain.     

 

1783 (Spain) – Although Spain regains the Florida territories in 1783, their success will be short-lived.  

Florida was never a lucrative colony and actually drained money from the royal treasury.  Because it was 

so far away and had such a small Spanish population, it was virtually impossible to govern 

effectively.  Native groups, such as the Seminoles, begin to rebel and cause an uproar in the 

fledgling United States to the north.  Possibly more unsettling are Americans from Georgia 

and South Carolina who flood into Spanish Florida looking for fertile plantation lands and 

eventually lead the “Patriots Rebellion” against the Spanish government.  These actions are condoned and 

possibly encouraged by the United States government because they ultimately want to obtain Florida lands 

for their own country.  This combination of troubles leads Spain to give Florida to the United States in 

return for forgiving a $5 million dollar debt in 1821. 

 

1821 (United States) – Florida becomes a United States territory in 1821 and becomes the 

27
th

 state in the Union in 1845.  Florida is admitted as a slave state, a fact that will have 

important implications for the state’s future.  Andrew Jackson becomes the Lieutenant 

Governor of Florida and then the seventh President of the United States.  In his honor, the 

residents of Cowford change the name of the city to Jacksonville in 1822.  Jacksonville, 

along with the rest of the South, remains a farming community with large plantations 

growing cotton, rice, sugar cane, and oranges.  Lumber is also a major industry.   

    

1860 (Confederacy) - The United States is torn apart by Civil War.  Florida is the third state to secede 

from the Union and join the Confederacy.  Not too many battles took place here.  The 

largest battle was at Olustee, just west of Jacksonville, where the Confederacy was 

victorious. This battle prevented the Union from capturing Tallahassee.  Although not 

a primary battleground, Florida was essential to the South for resources of both food 

and soldiers.   Jacksonville played an important part during the war because both sides 

wanted to control the St. Johns River.  The North and the South fought over 

Jacksonville four times.  The war ends in 1865 with the surrender on Robert E. Lee. 

 

1868 ï Today (United States) – Florida is officially readmitted to the Union by Ulysses S. Grant in 1868 

after 3 years of “reconstruction.”  Life in Florida for most people was very altered by the 

war – some for the better and others for the worse.  During the Civil War, in 1863, 

Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, symbolically freeing enslaved 

peoples in the Southern states.  The physical and emotional destruction of 5 years of war 

and the legal abolishment of slavery, however, left the economy and social structure of 

Florida in an upheaval.  By the end of the 19
th

 century Florida had largely recovered and 

would remain an agricultural and tourism magnate into the 21
st
 century.   
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Florida Related Websites 
 

http://dhr.dos.state.fl.us/kids/ 
 

www.activitiesforkids.com/teacher.html 

 

www.foreverflorida.com 

 

www.atozkidsstuff.com/florida.html 
 

 

 

 

http://www.activitiesforkids.com/teacher.html
http://www.foreverflorida.com/
http://www.atozkidsstuff.com/florida.html


      

    Test Your Florida Facts 

 

1. What were the Seminole Indians originally called? 

The Seminole Indians were originally called Creeks.  The Spanish named them “Cimmarrones”, which 

means “runaways”, because they were a nomadic people. 

2. Where in North America did the Europeans first attempt to establish a town? 

The first attempt to settle in America was at Pensacola, by an explorer who is nearly forgotten.  Spanish 

explorer Panfilo de Narvaez first sighted what is now the Pensacola area in 1528. 

3. What animals did Juan Ponce de Leon bring with him when he came to Florida in 1528? 

He brought seven Andalusian cattle.  These animals started the American cattle industry and created 

what evolved into Texas Longhorns.  These first cows were the size of donkeys and produced 

miserable milk and beef, but could survive in the wilderness areas where larger cows could not. 

4. How many original colonies were there? 

Originally there were 17 colonies, but four decided not to make the trip to Philadelphia to draft the 

Declaration of Independence.  Surprisingly, Florida also turned down the patriots and sided with the 

Redcoats.  The people in Florida worried about possible Indian attacks therefore they liked the idea of 

British troops hanging around. 

5. What method did the federal government use in Florida to round up the Seminole Indians for 

relocation to Oklahoma? 

Floridians decided to get bloodhounds to sniff out the Seminoles, however, the closest location that had 

bloodhounds was Cuba.  The problem was that the bloodhounds did not understand English commands 

because they had been trained in Spanish.  The dogs also had an expensive diet and preferred not to 

walk.  They were placed on horses while the soldiers walked along side.  Overall it was bad plan- the 

dogs did not find a single Indian! 

6. In the 1920s, what disease struck Florida, endangering its cattle? 

The disease that hit Florida was the Texas tick fever.  Ranchers were required to dip their cattle in an 

arsenic solution, but that hurt the cattle and tainted the water supply.  The disease began to infect 

Florida’s white tailed deer.  The state approved a campaign to eliminate the deer.  Florida spent nearly 

three million dollars hiring gunmen to seek out and kill the deer.  They paid the gunmen eight dollars 

per month, gave them supplies, and offered a bounty for each deer killed.   

7. What Florida town suffered from yellow fever a century ago? 

A tourist from Tampa brought yellow fever to Jacksonville.  The tourist checked into a hotel and 

became ill.  Within twenty four hours the government quarantined the city.  People began secretly 

fleeing the city.  The mayor of Montgomery, Alabama offered a reward for anyone turning in a 

Jacksonville refugee escaping the quarantine.  Nearly four hundred and thirty people died.  As for the 

man who started it all, he recovered and returned to Tampa. 

8. In 1881, an acre of land was sold for what amount? 

Florida was over one million dollars in debt and feared bankruptcy.  The state obtained its much needed 

funds by selling four million acres of land for twenty five cents an acre!  Philadelphia millionaire, 

Hamilton Disston, purchased the land. 

9. Who wrote the Florida state song and what is its title? 

American composer and song-writer Stephen Foster wrote “Down up on the Swanee River”.  He 

misspelled “Swanee” and didn’t realize it until he visited the river for the first time.  The correct 

spelling of the river’s name is Suwanee. 

10. Who made Florida into a tourist destination for rich northerners during the late 1800s and early 

1900s? 

Henry Flagler’s development of the railroad throughout Florida opened up the state for northern 

snowbirds seeking fun and sun in the south.  His Florida East Coast Line traveled from Jacksonville to 

Miami with stops in every poor small town and rich seaside hamlet along the way.  Flagler has a 

county, college, and hotel named after him.  

 



 

 
 

Flags Over Florida Word Find 
 

Can you find all the word related to Florida History that you learned during 
you trip to the Museum of Science and History?  Circle all the words you can find.   

The words can be up, down, backwards, or diagonal! 

 
 

T A S B Z Q S A B A L P A L M D 

D O Y E L L O W F E V E R I X C 

S E R F C U P I J W U D B V P O 

T C G Y T E H O V T Y R W Q A N 

A F H S G H S W K R I O G Y F F 

T I M U C U A S E T L M X W T E 

E A S R O G N Q I V Z E I E C D 

H D Q D W U R S L O X N C R A E 

O N F O F E H E X B N E M T R R 

O B C K O N H M U G C N D Y O A 

D P J G R O J I T H M D Y U L C 

C V I M D T S N J F Q E V I I Y 

A K B L P M K O K A R Z A O N J 

P O N C E D E L E O N E Q P E H 

X A S D F G N E L S M D N L K G 

Z J S P A N I S H L F L W C S F 

E X P L O R A T I O N K Z A H D 
 

  Word List 
 

Timucua          Ponce de Leon   Cowford 
Seminoles         Pedro Menendez   Yellow Fever 
Exploration         British     Huguenot 
Secession         Statehood    French 
Spanish          Confederacy   Ft Caroline 
Tory          Sabal Palm 

 

 

 

 



 
 

When did that Happen in Florida History? 
 
Put the following events in Florida history in numeric order.  Begin by placing number 1 in the 
blank next to the event happened first. 

 
____ Lieutenant Rene Laudonnierre began construction on Fort Caroline  
 
____ The citizens of what is now called the city of Jacksonville officially named the 

city after the Andrew Jackson  
 
____ A small group of French Huguenots embark on a journey to the New World 

led by Jean Ribault 
 
____ The Timucuan Indians were the only people who lived in Jacksonville  
 
____ Florida becomes the 3rd state to succeed from the Union before the start of 

the Civil War  
 
____ St. Augustine is settled by Pedro Menendez De Aviles 
 
____ Juan Ponce DeLeon sighted land from his ship and named it La Floride or 

the flower 
 
____ Florida officially becomes a U.S. territory 
 
____ Pedro Menendez successfully attacks Fort Caroline and renames it Fort San 

Mateo 
 
____ Florida becomes the 27th state of the union  
 
____ The Spanish relinquish control of Florida to England after the Seven Years 

War 
 
____ Florida is readmitted to the Union of the United States of America after the 

Civil War 
 
____ The American Revolution begins 
 
____ Construction on the Castillo De San Marcos in St. Augustine is completed 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

When did that Happen in Florida History? 
 

Put the following events in Florida history in numeric order.  Begin by placing number 1 in the 
blank next to the event happened first. 
 

__5__ Lieutenant Rene Laudonnierre began construction on Fort Caroline  
 
_11__ The citizens of what is now called the city of Jacksonville officially named the city 

after the Andrew Jackson  
 
__4__ A small group of French Huguenots embark on a journey to the New World led by 

Jean Ribault 
 
__1__ The Timucuan Indians were the only people who lived in Jacksonville  
 
_13__ Florida becomes the 3rd state to succeed from the Union before the start of the Civil 

War  
 
__3__ St. Augustine is settled by Pedro Menendez De Aviles 
 
__2__ Juan Ponce DeLeon sighted land from his ship and named it La Floride or the 

flower 
 
_10_ Florida becomes an officially becomes a U.S. territory 
 
__6__ Pedro Menendez successfully attacks Fort Caroline and renames it Fort San Mateo 
 
 _12__ Florida becomes the 27th state of the union  
 
__8__ The Spanish relinquish control of Florida to England after the Seven Years War 
 
_14__ Florida is readmitted to the Union of the United States of America after the Civil War 
 
__9__ The American Revolution begins 
 
__7__ Construction on the Castillo De San Marcos in St. Augustine is completed 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Flags Over Florida 
 
Imagine that you were one of the early explorers who settled Florida. List some of your reasons for coming 

to the new world.  Describe what life would have been like.  Explain some of the challenges you might 

have faced.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Across 
2. Native people who inhabited Northeast Florida in the 1500s  

4. This country laid c laim to Florida from 1513 -1763 and from 1783 -1821 

7. Means Flower in Spanish  

9. The name for Jacksonville, FL before it was changed to Jacksonville.  

10. The 11 Southern states that seceded from the United States sparking the Civil War from 1860 -

65. 

11. French leader who founded Fort Caroline.  

12. French Protestant group who built Fort Caroline  

 
Down 
1. A group of Native Americans who lived in Florida from the 1700s to the present.  

3. Spanish leader who founded St. Augustine in 1565.  

5. This country laid cla im to Florida from 1763 -1783. 

6. A group of people living in a new land and the land they inhabit  

7. French Fort built in 1564 by a Group of French Huguenots  

8. Spanish man who first discovered Florida and claimed it for his king.  

 

 

 

Flags Over Florida 



 

 

 
 

Flags Over Florida Crossword Solution 
 

 
Across 
2. Native people who inhabited Northeast Florida in the 1500s  - Timucua 

4. This country laid claim to Florida from 1513 -1763 and from 1783 -1821 - Spain 

7. Means Flower in Spanish  - Florida  

9. The name for Jacksonville, FL befo re it was changed to Jacksonville.  -  Cowford  

10. The 11 Southern states that seceded from the United States sparking the Civil War from 1860 -

65. -  Confederacy  

11. French leader who founded Fort Caroline.  - Ribault  

12. French Protestant group who built Fort  Caroline - Huguenots 

 
Down 
1. A group of Native Americans who lived in Florida from the 1700s to the present.  -  Seminoles 

3. Spanish leader who founded St. Augustine in 1565.  - Menendez 

5. This country laid claim to Florida from 1763 -1783. - Britain  

6. A group of people living in a new land and the land they inhabit  - Colony 

7. French Fort built in 1564 by a Group of French Huguenots  ð Fort Caroline  

8. Spanish man who first discovered Florida and claimed it for his king.  ð Ponce DeLeon 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


